
Reading Activities for “Aaron’s 
Gift” 



Opening 

Imagine it's the late 1800's.  You live in the 
Ukraine with your family.  One night, you are 
awoken by the thunder of horses and the cries 
of an angry mob outside your window.  Afraid 
for your life, you have only fifteen seconds to 
gather anything of value and escape to your 
secret hiding place. Write down what you will 
take with you. 



Opening  

Look at your list carefully and note what is NOT 
there that is actually valuable to you. 



Opening: Which words reveal the tone 
of this paragraph?  

 
Imagine it's the late 1800's.  You live in the 
Ukraine with your family.  One night, you are 
awoken by the thunder of horses and the cries 
of an angry mob outside your window.  Afraid 
for your life, you have only fifteen seconds to 
gather anything of value and escape to your 
secret hiding place. Write down what you will 
take with you.  



Opening…Class Discussion  

1. After comparing your lists, did you have any 
items that were the same? List those items?  

2.  What did you notice about your lists? 

3.  What criteria did you use to determine what 
would be taken and what would be left 
behind? 



Read Aaron’s Gift (page 242-250) 
BEFORE YOU READ…in your spiral 

notebook define the following 
vocabulary words 

• Antagonists: 
• Protagonists: 
• Dynamic character:  
• Static character: 
• Character Traits: 
• Flashback: 
• Character Motive: character motive is the reason he/she 

takes a particular action. Motive, or motivation, is what 
drives a character to think, behave, and interact in a 
particular way. 
 

 



Read Aaron’s Gift (page 242-250) 
AS YOU READ 

 
• LIST 3 important events 

that happened to 
Grandmother 

• LIST 3 important events 
that happened to Aaron 

 



Read Aaron’s Gift (page 242-250) 
AFTER YOU READ. 

 

1. What is Aaron’s motivation, or reason, for 
giving Pidge to his grandmother as a gift? 

2. How are Aaron and his grandmother alike? 

3. Describe WHY Aaron is a dynamic character. 
Use examples for the story. 

 

 



Read Aaron’s Gift (page 242-250) 
AFTER YOU READ…Lets discuss in 
groups the following questions. 

 
1. What do you think the antagonists motives are 

in the story?  (Cossacks and Gang-antagonists)   

2. How are their motives similar? 
3. Describe WHY Aaron is a dynamic character. Use 

examples for the story. 
4. The story of Aaron’s grandmother’s past is a 

flashback. How is the flashback important to 
your understanding of Aaron’s family– and of 
the events in the story? 
 



Closing…what is the tie in? 

• How does this story relate to our MYP unit 
question?  

• How does this story relate to immigration? 

 


