
 ~ “Fahrenheit 451” by Ray Bradbury~  
Chapter 1: The Hearth & the Salamander           pages 1-66 

 

DIRECTIONS: Fill in the blanks with the correct word. 

Complete the vocabulary assignment with the 

highlighted words. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________  Period: ______ 

 

The setting of Fahrenheit 451 is in a in a futuristic United States 

where everything is not as it seems.  The story begins with the main 

character, Guy ____________ describing his feeling of ____________ 

while on the job as a ________________one evening. His job is to  

_____________ books.  Montag wears a helmet emblazoned with the 

numeral _____________ which is the ________________________at 

which paper __________, a black uniform with a _________________ 

on the arm, and a “_____________________ disc” on his chest. In this 

futuristic U.S.A, reading is against the _________. 

 

On Montag’s way home from the fire station, he meets his new 

__________, an inquisitive and unusual _____-year-old girl named 

_____________   _____________. She immediately recognizes him as 

a ______________ and seems fascinated. She explains that she is 

“crazy” and proceeds to suggest that the original duty of firemen was 

to extinguish _________ rather than to ignite them. She asks him 

about his job and tells him that she comes from a strange family that 

does such peculiar things as __________ to each other and walk 

places. Montag is disturbed by this meeting with _______________ 

because he is not used to talking with people.  

 

Upon returning home, Montag realizes that he is not ____________ 

after all, and that his appearance of happiness up to this point has been 

a lie. He finds his wife, _______________, in bed listening to earplug 

radios she called “_________________” just as he has found her every 

night for the past ____ years.  He accidentally kicks an empty ______ 

____________________and calls the hospital just as a sonic boom 

from a squadron of jet bombers shakes the house. Two hospital 

workers arrive with a machine that pumps Mildred’s stomach with a 

device he calls the ____________ and another that replaces all her 

poisoned blood with fresh blood. The next day, _____________ 

remembers nothing about her attempted suicide and denies it when 

__________ tries to tell her about it. Mildred insists on explaining the 

plot of the __________ programs that she watches endlessly on 

___________ ____________________________________________ . 

 

As Montag leaves for work, he finds _______________ walking in the 

rain. After they talk, Montag tells her to go to her appointment with 

her _______________ that she is forced her to see due to her supposed 

lack of conformity and her dangerous inclination toward independent 

thought.  Over the next week, Montag sees _______________ outside 

where he talks with her every day. She tells him that she has stopped 

______________________ because it was __________________ and 

routine.  On the _____ day, Montag does not see _________________ 

as he leaves for work on the train. 

 

At the firehouse, Montag asks ____________ what happened to the 

man whose library the firemen burned the week before. ___________ 

says the man was taken to the_____________.  Montag wonders aloud 

what it would have been like to have been in the man’s place and 

almost reveals that he looked at the ______________ of a book of 

__________in the library before they ____________ it. ____________ 

asks if firemen ever prevented fires, and two other firemen take out 

their ________________ books and show him where it says the 

Firemen of America were established in 1790 by _________________ 

___________________ to burn English-influenced books.  

 

Then the alarm sounds and they are off to a decayed, old house with 

books hidden in its _________. They push aside a _______________ 

to get to them. A ___________ falls into Montag’s hand, and without 

thinking he _________________________________. Even after they 

spray the books with ______________, the ____________________ 

refuses to go.  ______________ starts to light the fire anyway, but 

_______________ protests and tries to persuade the _____________ 

to leave. ____________________ still refuses so ____________  exits.  

____________ strikes a match and the house goes up in flames with 



the old woman in it.   _______________ hides the book that he has 

stolen ____________    ___________   _____________.  

 

In bed, Mildred suddenly seems very strange and unfamiliar to him as 

she babbles on about ____________________.  Montag concludes that 

the _______________ stands between him and his wife.  Montag tells 

Mildred he hasn’t seen ________________ for ______ days and asks 

if she knows what happened to her. Mildred tells him the family 

___________________and that she thinks Clarisse is _____________. 

 

Montag is sick the next morning, and the omnipresent stink of 

___________makes him vomit. He tells Mildred about burning the old 

_____________ and asks her if she would mind if he ___________ his 

job. He tries to make ___________________ understand his feelings 

of guilt.  The argument ends when they see ______________________ 

coming up the front walk.   ________________________ says that he 

guessed Montag would be calling in sick. _________________ tells 

Montag that every ____________________ runs into the “problem” 

he has been experiencing sooner or later, and tells him the history of 

their ________________.   

 

Beatty said photography, film, and television made it possible to 

present information in a quickly digestible, visual form, which made 

the slower, more reflective practice of reading books ________ 

popular. Beatty said the spread of literacy, and the increase in the 

amount of____________  materials, created pressure for books to be 

more like one another and easier to read. Finally, Beatty explains that 

“minorities” and special-interest groups found so many things in 

books _______________________ that people finally abandoned 

debate and started _______________ books.  

 

______________ gets up and begins absentmindedly straightening 

the room. While doing so, she finds the _________________ behind 

Montag’s ____________________ and tries to call attention to it, but 

_____________ screams at her to sit down. ____________________ 

pretends not to notice and goes on talking. He explains that eventually 

the public’s demand for uncontroversial printed matter to be diluted 

to the point that only comic books, trade journals, and magazines 

remained.  

 

Beatty explains that after all houses were __________________, the 

firemen’s job changed from preventing fires to its new mission of 

____________ the books that could allow _______ person to excel 

and make everyone else feel _________________.  

 

Montag asks how someone like __________________ could exist.  

________________ says the firemen have been keeping an eye on 

____________’s family because they worked against the schools’ 

system of homogenization. _________________ reveals that there 

has been a file on the ______________________’s odd behaviors for 

years and says that Clarisse is better off _________.    

 

_________ tells Montag that every fireman sooner or later becomes 

______________ about books; because he has read some himself, he 

can assert that they are _______________ and contradictory. Montag 

asks what would happen if a ______________ accidentally took a 

book _______________ with him. Beatty states that he would be 

allowed __________________ _______________________, but that 

the other firemen would then come to ___________ if he had not 

already done so himself.  As Beatty gets up to leave, he asks if Montag 

will ____________________________ .Montag lies and says he may. 

After Beatty leaves, Montag tells Mildred that he no longer wants to 

work at the fire station.  

 

Montag shows _____________ a secret stock of about _____ books he 

has been hiding in the _______________.  In a panic, ____________ 

tries to burn them, but _____________ stops her. He wants to look at 

them for at least ____________________, and he needs her help.  He 

searches for a reason for his unhappiness in the books, which he has 

been stealing for some time now. 

 

Mildred feels ______________of them, but Montag is determined to 

involve her and he asks for ____________ hours of support from her 

to look through the books in hopes of finding something valuable that 

they can share with others. The Mechanical Dog comes to the door, 

but they do not answer and he goes away. Montag picks up a book and 

begins reading it to Mildred although she and he do not understand it. 

 


