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Islam, Shintoism and Confucianism 
 
SS7G12  The student will analyze the diverse cultures of the people who live in Southern and Eastern Asia. 

  b. Compare and contrast the prominent religious in Southern and Eastern Asia: Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, 
 Shintoism,  and the philosophy of Confucianism.  

 

ISLAM  

 Islam is another religion that is widely practiced in Southern and Eastern Asia. 

Islam began in the Arabian Peninsula in the 7th century AD with the teachings of 

the prophet Muhammad. Islam gained followers rapidly in Southwest Asia and 

North Africa in the years following Muhammad’s death.  

Islam came to India in the 1 500s AD when Muslim armies swept into the 

country from the northwest. They established the Mogul Empire that ruled 

India for almost 200 years. Muslim conquerors treated the Hindus as conquered 

people and introduced Islam as a new religion.  

 

 

Muslims practice what is known as the Five Pillars of Islam:  

• profession of faith - there is only one god and Muhammad is his messenger  

• pray five times a day facing the direction of Mecca  

• charity to the poor  

• fasting during the holy month of Ramadan  

• pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a person’s lifetime  

 Because Muslims believe in only one god, this religion is called a monotheistic religion. A religion that 

believes in more than one god is called a polytheistic religion. Muslims do not have an organized priesthood 

but they do gather in community mosques for prayer, and there are Muslim leaders for prayer as well as Muslim 

scholars. Muslims also have a holy book, The Quran, which they believe is the actual word of God handed 

down by the angel Gabriel. Muslims do not believe in the caste system, something that many of the Hindus in 

India have accepted. They also do not believe cows to be sacred, and they have no rules against eating beef. 

Few Muslims will eat pork, however, believing the meat to be unclean.  

Today, many millions of Muslims live in Southern and Eastern Asia. Islam is the second largest religion in the 

world. Only Christianity has more followers.  

SHINTO  

 The earliest religion of Japan was Shintoism, which literally means the 

“way of the gods.” Shintoism centers on reverence for the kami, divine spirits that 

Shinto followers believe live in nature. The word kami means “superior.” These 

spirits are believed to live in beautiful places, animals, and especially as a person’s 

ancestors. Many Japanese people believe some of the mountains and rivers in Japan 

are the homes of these kami, and these places are considered sacred. Shintoism also 

stresses the virtue of cleanliness.  

Those who practice Shintoism offer prayers and perform rituals to honor and please 

the kami, or spirits they feel are special. There is no elaborate philosophy in Shinto, 

and the religion does not stress life after death. Most Japanese households have a small altar where the family 

will offer prayers for the spirits they hope will bless and protect them. The worship of nature has also led the 

Japanese to perfect the art of creating small, beautiful gardens, areas of quiet and reflection in their crowded 

world. Shintoism was once the state religion of Japan. It is no longer the official state religion, but Shintoism is 



still widely honored among the Japanese. There are followers of Shintoism around the world, but they are 

relatively few in number when compared with other major religions.  

CONFUCIANISM  

 Confucius was one of the most important scholars in Chinese history. He was born around 550 BC at a 

time when the government was having trouble keeping order and warlords controlled much of the countryside. 

He believed that the key to peace and social order was for people to behave with good character and virtue. 

Virtue is behaving fairly and with justice toward others. His Golden Rule of Behavior was “What you do not 

like when done unto yourself, do not unto others.” He believed a good ruler was one who treated his 

people fairly and was kind to them. Confucius was not a religious prophet or even a religious 

leader. He saw himself as a teacher and Confucianism is thought of as a philosophy or ethical 

system based on good deeds and morality rather than a religion.  

Confucius believed there were five basic relationships among men:  

 ruler and subject  

 father and son  

 husband and wife  

 older brother and younger brother  

 friend and friend  

He believed if each relationship were based on kindness, there would be peace and harmony in the country.  

 Wudi, the Han emperor of China in 121 BC, declared that Confucianism would be the official guiding practice for 

the Chinese government during his reign. He hired Confucian scholars to make up his government staff. Confucian 

philosophy continued to have a great influence on Chinese government for almost 2000 years. Even since the Communist 

revolution in China ml 949, many in China still support the teaching of Confucius and his emphasis on dealing with others 

fairly. Many other people in Southern and Eastern Asia also admire the teaching of Confucianism. Many historians see 

Confucianism as one of the foundations of Chinese society.  

Respond: 
1.  How did the first Muslims come to Southern and Eastern Asia? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2.  What are the Five Pillars? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3.  What is the name of the Muslim holy book? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4.  Why is Islam considered a monotheistic religion? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5.  In what country was Shintoism founded? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6.  How do believers of Shinto practice their religion? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
7.  In which country was Confucianism founded? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
8.  What did Confucius believe was the keys to social order and peace? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
9.  What is Confucius' Golden Rule? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
10. How did Confucianism come to play an important role Chinese society? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
11. Why is Confucianism considered a philosophy instead of a religion? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


