
a. Describe major developments in civil rights and Georgia’s 
role during the 1940s and 1950s; include the roles of Herman 
Talmadge, Benjamin Mays, the 1946 governor’s race and the 

end of the white primary, Brown v. Board of Education, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the 1956 state flag.  

b. Analyze the role Georgia and prominent Georgians played 
in the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s and 1970s; include 

such events as the founding of the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), Sibley Commission, 

admission of Hamilton Holmes and Charlayne Hunter to the 
University of Georgia, Albany Movement, March on 

Washington, Civil Rights Act, the election of Maynard Jackson 
as mayor of Atlanta, and the role of Lester Maddox.  
c. Discuss the impact of Andrew Young on Georgia.  

 



Minister and Lifelong educator, taught for a 25 
years at Morehouse College in Atlanta, he also 
served as President of Morehouse. 

 First African American Atlanta school board 
president.  

Dr. King described Mays as his “intellectual 
father”, and “spiritual mentor”. His teachings 
had a huge impact on MLK. 

Retired as chairman of the Atlanta school board 
in 1981, died in 1984.  

 



Was a method to keep African Americans from 
voting.  Georgia said that the 15th amendment 
only pertained to general elections, not 
primaries. 

African Americans were not allowed to vote in 
statewide primaries. (A primary is an election in 
which a political primary chooses its candidate 
for the general election.  

 Since the Democrats controlled the state 
politically, the primary winner was almost 
guaranteed a general election win. 

 1946 Supreme Court ruling King v. Chapman 
declared primary systems unconstitutional. 

 

 



 Ellis Arnall could not run for another term, Eugene 
Talmadge won the general election.   

 Talmadge was in poor health and died before being sworn 
in.  His son Herman had the highest number of write in 
votes so his supporters thought he should be the governor.  
Arnall detested Eugene and did not want to give up his 
office to Herman Talmadge.  Arnall vowed to give up his 
seat only to Lt. Governor Melvin Thompson.  When Arnall 
refused to give leave the office, Herman Talmadge’s men 
took the office by force, and Lt. Governor Thompson also 
claimed the office. 

 The Ga. Supreme Court ruled in Thompson’s favor, a special 
election was held in 1948, and Herman Talmadge was 
elected Governor and served from 1948 to 1955.  



 



Was re-elected Governor in 1950, elected 
mainly due to his segregationist views. 

Unsuccessfully tried to bring back the white 
only primary 

Served in the U.S. Senate from 1956-1981 

Most of his legacy was in education, 
expanded Georgia schools to grades 1-12, 
and expanded the school year to 9 months. 



1954 Supreme Court ruling that reversed 
Plessy v. Ferguson (separate but equal).  

Declared separate was inherently unequal, 
and ordered that schools should be 
integrated with “all deliberate speed”. 

Many states were slow to carry out the 
orders of this ruling 



Born in Atlanta, father was a minister,  and 
national leader in the battle for civil rights.  
believed in using non-violent methods: 

Boycotts, marches, and sit-ins for change.  

Earned Ph.D from Morehouse in 1955, 
became a pastor in Montgomery Al. 

Followed Gandhi’s non-violent change 
teachings 

 Instrumental in Montgomery Bus Boycott 

 

 



Helped form the SCLC Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, to lead anti-
discrimination marches and protests. 

Became co-pastor of Ebenezer Baptist in 
Atlanta (with his father) in 1959 

  Birmingham arrest – 1963 

March on Washington (“Dream”) – 1963 

Nobel Peace Prize – 1964 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 

Killed in Memphis Tennessee – April 4th 1968 



 Flag was changed in 1956, as a protest to forced 
integration from Brown v. Board of Ed, to include the 
Confederate battle flag 

 Many offended by flag’s symbolism 

 State began to lose tourists, conventions 

 Gov. Barnes changed flag in 2001 

 1956 Flag supporters were outraged and helped to 
not re-elect Barnes. 

 Gov Perdue changed the flag again in 2003 

 A statewide vote in 2004 was 3-1 in favor of keeping 
the 2003 flag. (The 1956 flag was not a voting option) 



1st national Flag of the Confederacy 

1906-1920 

1956-2001 2001-2003 “Barnes” Flag 

Current Flag 



Formed in 1960 in North Carolina with a 
lunch counter “sit in” at a Greensboro 
Woolworth’s 

First president was Georgian John Lewis 

Staged other peaceful protests and boycotts 

Registered many African Americans to vote 

 



Most state schools systems refused to desegregate, in 
1955 General Assembly voted to cut funds to any 
system that did desegregate 

 Sibley Commission formed in 1960 to study the issue 
of desegregation 

Georgians said they would rather close the schools 
than desegregate 

Commission advised to let individual systems decide 
to abide or close the schools. 

Many private schools opened in response to the issue 



U.G.A. allowed the first two black students to 
enroll in January of 1961 

Governor Vandiver was criticized for allowing 
this, he had been elected on a pledge to fight 
integration, but later said he had been wrong to 
run on that position, and pushed for further 
smooth integration. 

Hunter-Gault became a nationally known 
reporter, Holmes became an orthopedic 
surgeon. 

 



Albany schools still segregated in 1961, few 
African Americans were registered to vote 
despite being almost 40% of the population 

NAACP and SNCC staged protests at the 
city’s segregated (waiting room) bus station, 
at one point 500 people were jailed, 
including Dr. King.  

The actions forced changes in Albany’s 
government 



President Kennedy sent strong Civil Rights 
legislation to Congress in 1963(June), and 
Congress dragged it’s feet on passing the bill. 

Over 250,000 people attended an August 
rally in front of the Lincoln Memorial, where 
the highlight of the day was M.L.K.’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech. 



 J.F.K. assassinated in Nov. 1963 

Public outcry and outrage helped to pass his 
legislation in 1964 with the strong backing of 
President Lyndon B. Johnson 

Highlights: Segregation declared illegal, 14th 
amendment given greater power, gave federal 
government the power to withhold money from 
school systems that refused to integrate, 
prohibited discrimination in business and labor 
unions. 



Was both Atlanta’s youngest AND first African 
American mayor when sworn in, 1974 

Was an attorney until becoming mayor, 
graduate of Morehouse College 

 Expanded MARTA and the Hartsfield Airport 

Worked vigorously for support of the arts 

Helped to bring the Olympics to Atlanta 

 Later was elected to a third term 

Airport was renamed after his death  



A restaurant owner that closed his restaurant 
instead of desegregating 

Became governor in 1967 after an odd turn of 
events, another contested election involving 
Ellis Arnall led to the legislature appointing 
Maddox 

 Surprisingly, Maddox appointed many African 
Americans to state offices 

 Established “People’s Days” at the state capitol  

Was Lt. Governor under Jimmy Carter  



Just for fun!! 



Thomasville pastor that became involved in 
the Civil Rights movement 

Served as SCLC director, was with M.L.K. 
when he was assassinated. 

Served in U.S. House for two terms, named 
as a U.N. ambassador by President Carter, 
was twice elected Mayor of Atlanta, and was 
instrumental in bringing the Olympics here.  


