
  
SS8H7: The student will evaluate key political, social, and economic 

changes that occurred in Georgia between 1877 and 1918  



Though Georgia’s 

economy had been 

devastated by the 

Civil War, the state 

recovered in the 

1800’s, largely 

because of the 

vision of three 

men. 



 Democrats controlled Georgia's government after 

Reconstruction. 

 Powerful Democratic leaders known as the “Bourbon 

Triumvirate” were Joseph E. Brown, Alfred H. Colquitt, and 

John B. Gordon. 

 Together, their goals were to: 

o Expand Georgia’s economy and ties with industries in he North; 

o Maintain the tradition of white supremacy  

 Each used their wealth and popularity to reestablish the 

strength of the Democratic Party 

 

 



Joseph E. Brown 
o Brown was on of Georgia’s 

wealthiest men 

o He Was the Governor of Georgia 

and joined the Republican Party 

during Reconstruction 

o He was a Chief Justice of 

Georgia’s Supreme Court for 2 

years 

o After Reconstruction, Brown 

rejoined the Democratic Party 

o He was a U.S. Senator from 1880-

1890 

 



 Alfred H. Colquitt 

o Colquitt was a successful 

railroad and textile speculator 

who strongly opposed 

Reconstruction 

o He served as a Georgia 

Governor and United States  

Senator 

o He was also often suspected of 

being involved with corruption 



 John B. Gordon 

o Gordon was a successful Civil 

War Leader who worked hard to 

undermine the North’s 

Reconstruction efforts. 

o He was a popular politician but 

was criticized by some as being 

motivated by personal gain 

o Gordon served as a U.S. Senator 

twice and a Georgia Governor  

o He also became the leader of 

Georgia’s K.K.K. 



 In order to maintain power, the Bourbons 
had to convince the citizens if Georgia to 
place their trust in industry… 

 They found an ally in Henry Grady, in the 
influential editor of Atlanta’s newspaper, 
The Atlanta Constitution. 

 Grady was a great speaker and writer who 
urged Georgian’s to forget the past and 
create a “New South” built on industry. 

 He described Georgia as a place which 
could have competitive industry and more 
efficient farming.  

 Henry Grady became known as the “voice 
of the New South” 



 In order to shed spotlight and 
attention of Georgia’s growing 
textile industry, Atlanta hosted a 
world industrial fair called the 
International Cotton Exposition 
(ICE) 

 Atlanta hosted the exposition in… 

 The ICE gave Georgia recognition 
as a new and prosperous industrial 
state and attracted investors.  

 The 1895 ICE 
o Brought in 800,000 visitors in three 

months 

o Was designed to show economic 
recovery in the South 

o It encouraged investments in 
southern businesses 

 

1881 

1887 

1895 



 Farmers resented the new 
emphasis on business and 
industry 

 The dramatic drop in cotton 
prices and the loss of the 
South’s agricultural labor 
forces made life difficult for 
farmers. 

 To protect and promote the 
farmers interests, a movement 
called the Farmer’s Alliance 
was organized. 

• Created cooperative stores 

(Co Ops) to buy agricultural 

goods at discounts 

• Negotiated discounted rail 

rate for transporting 

agricultural products 

• Encouraged politicians to 

fight for Rural Free Delivery 

(RFD)- free delivery of mail 

to country farmers. 
 

 



 Supporters of the Framer’s Alliance 
formed their own political party to 
challenge the Democrats who had 
“betrayed” them. This party became 
known as the Populist Party. 

 The Populist Party fought specifically 
for farmers 

 The leader of the Populist Party in 
Georgia was a lawyer named Tom 
Watson 

o In 1890, Watson shocked the Democrats 
and won election to Congress 

o As a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Watson finally won the 
passage of Rural Free Delivery 

 

 





 Threatened by the growing popularity 

of the Populist Party, Democrats began 

paying more attention to the farmer’s 

needs 

 By the late 1890’s, the Populist Party 

had lost its momentum; several 

members, including Watson, left the 

party and rejoined the Democrats 

 Eventually the Democratic Party had 

reestablished firm dominance over the 

South 



 Tom Watson, now a Democrat, was 
eventually elected to the Senate 
where he continued to fight for 
farmer’s issues. 

 In 1922, Watson died in office, 
leaving his Senate seat vacant. 

 The Governor shocked the nation by 
appointing a woman, Rebecca 
Latimer Felton, to replace him until 
a special election the next day. 

 Though she held office for only 24 
hours, Felton was the first female 
U.S. Senator in American History! 



 Forced abolition during the Civil War and the North’s 

policies during Reconstruction provoked a great deal of 

racism and ethnic hatred throughout the South. 

 Though the 15th amendment guaranteed African-Americans 

the right to vote, many used terror tactics to “scare” blacks 

away from voting. 

 Others, like Tom Watson, tried to pass laws taking away the 

right to vote for blacks. 



 In 1906, Hoke Smith and Clark Howell  
were running for election as Governor. 
Both men promised to pass a law 
taking the right to vote away from 
blacks which caused racial tensions to 
run extremely high. 

  Hoke Smith won the election. 

 On September 22nd, Atlanta 
newspapers published articles alleging 
that several black men had assaulted 
white women 

 That night, a group of whites attacked a 
black messenger on a bicycle, igniting a 
race riot that lasted four days 

 



 This four day riot became known as the 1906 Atlanta Riot 

 Over the course of the four days, the official coroner 

reported that 10 African-Americans and 2 whites were killed 

o Unofficial estimates state that 25-40 African-Americans may have 

been killed 

 By September 25th, city officials called for an end to the 

violence, saying the riots hurt Atlanta’s reputation as a 

thriving, progressive city. 

 The riots caused many in the black community to believe 

that coexistence with whites would not be possible. 





 Antisemitism (hatred towards Jews) had also become a 

cause of the conflict in the early 1900’s. 

 In 1913, a 13-year-old factory worker, Mary Phagan, was 

murdered while at work in Atlanta. 

 The factory superintendent, a Jewish man named Leo 

Frank, was accused of the murder. 

 Despite conflicting testimony and clear, falsified evidence, 

Frank was convicted and sentenced to death. 

 Governor Slaton disagreed with the courts ruling and 

changed the death sentence to life imprisonment. 

 Two years later, Frank was kidnapped from his jail cell and 

hanged by a mob. 

 

 





 Georgia was still in a powerful struggle between supporters of 

industry (the “New South”) and farmers 

 In 1917, farmers were  able to convince Georgia’s leaders to 

adopt the county unit system. 

 This plan was designed to give small counties more power in 

state government s that the larger counties, which contained 

large numbers of black voters, would have less power. 



 In this system, smaller counties had 
more county unit “votes” even though 
they had fewer voters 

 This meant that people could be elected 
to office without getting a majority of 
votes 

 The county unit system gave each 
county two unit votes in elections for 
each member of the House of Assembly 
the county had. Since no county had 
more than 3 Assembly members, no 
county received more than 6 county unit 
votes. 

 This system was declared 
unconstitutional in 1962 



 Though the 14th and 15th amendments made African-

American’s fully equal, discrimination still occurred through 

a series of “loopholes” 

 Soon after Reconstruction, many states began passing Jim 

Crow Laws, segregating schools, hotels, restaurants, 

restrooms, and more. 

 Examples: 

o “Marriages are void when one party is a white person and the other 

is possessed of one-eighth or more of negro, Japanese, or Chinese 

blood.” 

o “It shall be unlawful for a negro and white person to play together or 

in company with each other in any game of cards or dice, dominoes 

or checkers.” 





 In 1892, Homer Plessy, who was only 

partially African-American, was arrested for 

riding in the “whites only” section of a 

Louisiana railroad car. 

 Plessy sued in court, arguing that his 14th 

Amendment rights to “equal protection” 

were violated. 

 The U.S. Supreme Court, in Plessy vs. 

Ferguson, said that segregation (Jim Crow 

Laws) was allowed by federal law in public 

facilities as long as they were “separate 

but equal”. 

 This decision was in place until 1954. 



 Poll tax: required citizens to pay a tax prior to voting 

which eliminated the poor voters. 

 Literacy tests: required citizens to prove the ability to 

read before being able to vote, eliminating the illiterate. 

 Inconvenient voter registration: since most blacks in the 

South were sharecroppers, registration was often 

scheduled during planting season. 

 Gerrymandering: election districts drawn up to divide 

the African-American voters 

 Voters had to own property 

 



 Race riots and terrorist activities, like the 1906 Atlanta Riot 

and the lynching of Leo Frank), increased during the New 

South. 

 White Supremacist Groups, like the KKK, continued to 

spread and grow throughout the South during this time 

period. 

 Racial Violence in the United States, particularly in the 

South, continued for decades and would not begin to slow 

until the civil rights movement of the 1960’s. 



 Some of this racial violence included, 

“lighting” crosses, burning churches, 

guarding polling places, beatings, and 

murder, to scare blacks away from 

voting. 

 The Democratic White Primary: since 

political parties are private 

organizations, Constitutional law does 

not apply. Blacks, therefore, were not 

permitted to vote in the Democratic 

primary (an election within a party to 

determine a party’s candidate) 



By the 1900’s, African-Americans were… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISENFRANCHISED 



 African-American leaders differed in their responses to 

discrimination: 

 



Booker T. Washington: 

 Washington believed that the way for 
blacks to advance was not through 
integration but through hard work and 
education. 

 He became a national figure with a 
speech at the Atlanta International 
Cotton Exposition in 1895 in which he 
endorsed segregation and hard work 
as the path to equality. 

 In 1901, he became the first African-
American to visit the White House. 

 He also founded the Tuskegee 
Institute to train teachers of farmers 
and tradesmen. 

 



W.E.B. DuBois: 

 Unlike Washington, DuBois believed 
that African-Americans should speak 
out constantly for full civil, social, and 
political rights. 

 He believed that Washington had 
been too willing to compromise the 
rights of blacks. 

 While a professor at Atlanta University, 
DuBois founded the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) to promote 
legal challenges to Jim Crow and 
disenfranchisement. 



 The Atlanta Race Riot of 

1906 largely discredited the 

“coexistence” approach of 

Washington. 

 After 1906, most prominent 

African-Americans tended to 

follow the more 

confrontational model of 

DuBois and the NAACP. 



 John Hope was a civil rights leader from 

Augusta, GA 

 Hope made multiple achievements in the 

field of education 

 He served as the first black president of 

Morehouse College in Atlanta 

 Served as the founding president of 

Atlanta University (later Clark Atlanta 

University) 

 While President of Atlanta University, he 

established he first graduate studies 

program specifically for African-

Americans 

 



 Lugenia Burns Hope made 

multiple achievements in the 

field of social activism. 

 She was the wife of John 

Hope 

 She founded Neighborhood 

Union, an organization to 

provide poor blacks in Atlanta 

with a health clinic, boys and 

girls club, job training classes, 

and resources to improve 

basic living conditions. 



 Alonzo Herndon was born into slavery 
in 1858 

 He became a barber in 1883 for an 
exclusively white clientele. 

 Herndon became so successful as a 
barber that he used his earnings to 
make several real estate purchases. 

 He bought a failing mutual aid 
association in 1905, and turned it into 
Atlanta Life Insurance, a multi-million 
dollar life insurance company for 
African-Americans. 

 By the time he dies in 1927, he was 
Atlanta’s wealthiest African-American. 



On June28, 1914, an assassin gunned down 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary. 

Austria-Hungary believed that Serbia’s 

government was behind the assassination. 

When the fighting began, France, Russia, and 

Great Britain backed Serbia. They opposed the 

Central Powers, made up of Austria-Hungary 

and Germany. 

Austria-Hungary seized the opportunity to 

declare war on Serbia and settle an old feud. 



1914-1918 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Woodrow Wilson declared the U.S. 
would be a neutral country 
 

 

Allied Powers 
 

Central Powers 

• France  

• Great Britain 

• Russia 

(United States joined 

in 1917) 

• Germany 

• Austria-Hungary 



President Wilson worked to keep the U.S. out 

of the war. 

1915: German submarine sank passenger 

ship Lusitania killing 128 Americans. 

1917: Submarine attacks continue sinking 

and attacking American cargo ships. 

Zimmerman Telegram: Germany tried to get 

Mexico to attack the U.S. 

Wilson finally joined the Allied Powers 



 Approximately 100,000 Georgians volunteered to join 

the U.S. armed forces. 

 Training in Georgia at Camp Benning, Fort McPherson, 

Camp Gordon, and Camp Hancock helped Georgia 

economy. 

 Georgians contributed manufactured goods and farm 

produce. 

 There were 3,000 young Georgian’s killed in the war. 

 On November 11, 1918, Germany surrendered ending 

what President Wilson called “the war to end all wars”.  


